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DISTRICT 54’S E-NEWSLETTER
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers

Brothers & Sisters,
District Lodge 54’s servicing jurisdiction covers Ohio, West Virginia and Northeastern Indiana. The
State of Indiana fell to “Right-to-Work (for less)” laws in January of 2012.
The State of West Virginia also fell to “Right-to-Work (for less)” laws in January of 2016, now called
the “Workplace Freedom Act.” In 2017, the W.V. State House updated House Bill 330, the “Workplace
Freedom Act,” worsening workers rights even further. However, the West Virginia AFL-CIO is challenging
these “Right to Work” laws and a Kanawha County Judge has deemed the “Right-to-Work” bill as
unconstitutional and the decision will most likely end up in the Supreme Court.
Recently, “Right-to-Work (for less)” laws were introduced in the Ohio State House through House Bill 53. HB
53 was introduced on the heels of even more states enacting anti-union “Right-to-Work (for less)” laws, including the
introduction of a national “Right-to-Work” legislative bill in the U.S. House of Representatives (HR 785) on Feb. 1, 2017.
Brother Jerry Espy and I have been traveling to all
local lodges within our jurisdiction during the last three (3)
months, conducting right-to-work-is-wrong discussions
with our local lodge officers, stewards and membership.
To date we have conducted thirteen (13) meetings and
have six (6) more scheduled in May and June in the states
of Ohio and West Virginia (Please look to page 5 for
future meetings that you may attend).
“Right-To-Work” laws DO NOT protect
workers; it does not protect you from unjust termination,
it does not guarantee jobs. What they DO is weaken a union’s ability to bargain for workers’ in respect of
wages, benefits, hours of work and safety conditions. In “Right-to-Work” states, wages are 26 percent less
and workplace fatalities are 49 percent higher.
Under Federal Law, a union has to represent all the employees, meaning if a worker elects not to pay
any union dues in a “Right-to-work” state and is disciplined, the union must use its time and resources to
defend that person, the same as if they were a dues paying member in good standing. Don’t let the corporate
rhetoric fool you – DON’T TRUST IT!
We call on everyone to contact their senators and representatives with calls, emails, letters and
personal visits and tell them to reject this dangerous legislation. To find out who your representatives are visit
whoismyrepresentative.com
After visiting our local lodges and speaking with our membership, officers and stewards without a
doubt the Fighting Machinists will act aggressively to save our jobs and collective bargaining rights. It’s
essential that our union has a strong voice in the workplace. Our steward’s leadership on the shop floor is
vital to our success our future depends on it.
In Solidarity,

T. Dean Wright Jr.
President &DBR

Mission Statement:
The vision of the International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers District 54 is to establish
and support economic and social justice for all workers-regardless of their sex, race or national origin,
ensuring that all work is performed by union workers, by furnishing job training and retraining, by enforcing
safe and healthy workplaces, by providing fair and reasonable wage rates and benefits, and by establishing
secure and portable retirement pension plans.
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Latest from iMail…
“Dropkick Murphys” Concert Helps Raise
Money for Fallen Ohio Member’s Family
When the Dropkick Murphys took the stage for the sold out Ohio
AFL-CIO Union Night in Columbus, OH, they did more than deliver
a memorable Celtic punk concert. They played to lend a hand in the
fight against right-to-work and to raise money for a fallen IAM
member’s family.
The Ohio AFL-CIO made special anti-right to work T-shirts, which
were sold at the concert. Five dollars from every sale went to the family
of Tim Underwood, an IAM Local 1471 member who lost his life on the
job in June 2016.
This is just an awesome evening for labor,” said IAM District 54
President and Directing Business Representative Dean Wright. “For us to come out and do this for Brother
Underwood’s family is just a tremendous sign of respect for his membership in the IAM.”
“When labor first heard about the tragedy involving brother Tim Underwood, we knew we
had to find a way to help,” said Ohio AFL-CIO Political Director Jason Perlman. “The opportunity to work
with the Dropkick Murphys, America’s most pro-worker band, proved to be the perfect chance to join
together to help Brother Underwood’s family. Every union member was honored to help, after all, anyone in
a union knows we always stand in support of our sisters and brothers.”
For the Dropkick Murphys, a band known for supporting the working class and unions, the event was
an opportunity to stand up for labor and Underwood’s family and give the
audience an evening of unforgettable music.
“We’re just honored to be able to be here and to show up
WATCH: Concert
and
lend
our hand,” said singer, songwriter and bass guitarist Ken
Helps Raise Funds
Casey.
“We’re
happy to be a part of raising money for his family.”
for Fallen IAM
“It is an honor that the band has come out to lend a hand,
Member
not just to the IAM, but to unions, and working families as a whole,”
said IAM Eastern Territory General Vice President Jimmy Conigliaro, Sr.
“Our deep appreciation goes out them, and the Ohio AFL-CIO for their
efforts to assist the family of our fallen brother.”

In Memory Of…
Fallen Members
Sister Allie Snow, LL 1280
Brother Jim Lannan, LL 1280
Brother Dale Alberry, LL 1280
Brother Ron Jones, LL 1280
Brother Mike Bishop, LL 1280
Brother Keith Harter, LL 1280
Brother Herb Mesre, LL 1280
Brother Mike Tate, LL 1471
Brother Bob Gibbs, LL 1297
Brother Gregory Clark, LL 1297
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Local Lodge 1581 Steward Training
On Jan. 18, District Lodge 54 continued its on-going training of
Officers/Stewards when it held a training session at Local Lodge
1581 located in Wooster, Ohio. PDBR T. Dean Wright Jr. acted
as facilitator with ADBR Duane Lukens and BR Jerry Espy
assisting.

The next District Lodge 54
delegate meeting will be held
on July 11 in Cleveland, Ohio
at 6:30 p.m.
The next Ohio State Council
of Machinists (OSCM)
meetings will be held on
Sept. 29 and 30 in Columbus,
Ohio.

Thirteen members attended training, with topics ranging from
grievance and arbitration, role of a steward, Weingarten rights,
“right to work is wrong,” and a Q&A period. Each participant
also received a stewards training manual.
The District would like to thank newly elected Local Lodge 1581
President Randy Saubaugh and all participants for their
attendance and interaction making the evening a success.
Future Steward Training and Right to Work Discussions will be held on…

LL 1280
LL 2794
LL 818
LL 598
LL 1285
LL 1027

Newark
Gambier
Wheeling
Charleston
New Philadelphia
Clarksburg

4/24/17
4/26/17
5/2/17
5/4/17
6/14/17
9/14/17

@ 3:15 P.M.
@ 3:30 P.M.
@7:00 P.M.
@6:30 P.M.
@3:00 P.M.
@5:00 P.M.

Meet BR Don Riffee…

There are currently no strikes
in District Lodge 54.

Don Riffee, Jr. began his career with
the IAM in March of 1987, working for
E&L
Transport
in
Woodhaven,
Michigan. He is a proud member of
Local Lodge 598 in South Charleston,
West Virginia and has held a variety of
elected offices in the IAM including
Chief Shop Steward, Local Lodge 698
Conductor-Sentinel, Recording Secretary,
and Secretary-Treasurer. Brother Riffee
has also held the position of District
Lodge 60 President & Directing Business
Representative, Vice President Michigan
State Council of Machinists, Trustee for
the Motor City Lodge 698 Health Care and Pension Funds, and
District Lodge 34 Directing Business Representative.
In 2010, PDBR Wright appointed Riffee as Business
Representative/Organizer for District Lodge 54 in Cleveland, Ohio. In
addition to his District Lodge 54 assignments he currently holds the
positions of Delegate to the West Virginia AFL-CIO, Delegate to the
West Virginia State Council of Machinists.
Don is married and has two children. He currently resides in
Saint Clara, West Virginia.
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15 Things you didn’t know about PDBR T. Dean Wright Jr.
1. What is your
favorite food to cook/eat?
What is your favorite
delicacy? I would say I like
southern comfort food the
best. A good hearty breakfast
with biscuits, eggs, fried
potatoes, fried apples, sausage
and gravy is the best way to
start the day. The same stuff
my grandmother and mother
would make when I was little.

8. What is your favorite holiday?
The 4th of July and Halloween because of
the celebration of our country, parades,
picnics, fireworks and the costumes and candy for
the kids – chili and an adult beverage for the
adults.
9. What is your favorite TV show?
Currently is “Who Do You Think You Are?” I
love to research family history. I also enjoy
watching “Vikings” and “Criminal Minds.”

2. What was your first job in high school? When
I was a freshman I worked at the old Holiday Inn in
Cleveland as a dishwasher and belonged to the Hotel
Workers Local 10 Union which is now
Unite/HERE.

10. What's the most unusual item in your desk
drawer?
In honor of my Aunt Betty, I have her
convention credentials as a delegate of her union.
She was the first female President of her Local
Union in New Jersey in the early 60’s.

3. How was your first car?
A Starshy & Hutch Car. It was my Dad’s old Ford
Torino, he gave it to me with a blow transmission
and all I had to do is fix it…

11. Share something funny or endearing about
your pet.
Otis is a trip - it’s fun to watch him watch animal
shows on TV.

4. What is your favorite flavor of ice cream?
Butter Pecan from Honey Hut.

12. What's on your Bucket List?
Find the time to travel – San Antonio, Nashville,
Denver, Palm Springs and Savannah are on my
list.

5. What do you do to relax?
If I can find a poker game it helps me
decompress and spend time with my friends
and family.

13. What’s something that amazes you?
My wife Tonia – she is a warrior! If you know me
personally you know that she is…

6. What is your favorite sport to play or
watch?
I enjoy baseball, and I played it when I was in
school. I always enjoyed watching my daughter
play fast-pitch softball in high school as well.
Go Tribe!

14. Where’s your favorite place to take an out-oftown guest?
There are a couple of local family owned favorite
restaurants.
15. What’s one thing you’d rather pay someone to
do than do yourself? Why?
Brakes on a car - There is just something about
having a professional union technician replacing my
brakes. I want to be able to stop, lol.

7. You could travel anywhere in the world,
expenses not an issue, where would you go?
I would like to get to Ireland, Scotland, Great Britain,
Spain and Italy.
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Steward Update…
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Looking for something to make on Mother’s Day?
Try Sister Mary Ellen Napier’s Hummingbird Cake
Ingredients (cake):
-3 cups of all-purpose flour
-2 cups of white sugar
-1 teaspoon of baking soda
-1 teaspoon of salt
-1 teaspoon of cinnamon
-1 ½ cups of canola oil
-3 eggs
-1 (8 oz.) can of crushed
pineapple, drained (I usually
use a ½ cup of the juice though)
-2 cups of mashed bananas (make sure they are ripe,
about 4 should do it)
-1 cup of chopped black walnuts*
Ingredients (frosting):
-8 oz. of cream cheese, (I always use Philadelphia
cream cheese)
-¼ pound of butter
-1 pound of confectioners’ sugar
-1 teaspoon vanilla extract
*I love this cake with black walnuts, but if an allergy
prevents the use of nuts it is still very delicious without
them.
Directions (cake):
-Preheat oven to 350
-Grease and flour two 9-inch, three 8-inch cake pans, or
a 9 x 12 cake pan.
-Mix together all dry ingredients except sugar (I run mine
through a sifter)
-Cream together oil, sugar, eggs, pineapple, bananas,
and pineapple juice
-Add dry ingredients slowly mix well.
-Add black walnuts
-Bake for about 45 minutes or until a toothpick comes
out clean.
Directions (frosting):
-While the cake is cooling mix together all the frosting
ingredients (because I like frosting so much I double it)
-Make sure the cake is completely cooled and then
follow with the cream cheese frosting.
-Add crushed black walnuts on the frosting of the cake.
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Workers’ Memorial

The labor movement recognizes
April 28 as Workers’ Memorial
Day to honor the thousands of
workers killed, injured or
sickened on the job each year.
It’s a day to mourn deeply
personal loses, and a day to
strengthen our resolve to
ensure workers everywhere
are given the safest workplace
possible.
On June 20, 2016 Timothy
Underwood, a fellow worker
from Local Lodge 1471,
working at Core Molding
Technology in Columbus,
Ohio lost his life in a tragic
accident.
This year four members from
LL1471 will travel on
Workers’ Memorial Day from
Columbus to W. Winpisinger
Center to honor Tim with a
memorial brick placed at the
Workers’ Memorial in his
name.
We do this to tell Tim’s story
so no one forgets the
importance of safety and his
life and family.

Looking for an online
version?
Check out our new
website at
https://iamdistrict54.
wordpress.com

CONTACT US AT:
http://iamd54.com/?page_id=33
District Headquarters
2625 Winchester Pike Columbus, OH 43232
♦ Phone: (614) 239-0401
♦ Website: www.iamd54.com
♦ Facebook: IAMAW District Fifty-Four
♦ Twitter: DistrictLodge54
♦ Newsletter Website:
https://iamdistrict54.wordpress.com
Do you have any organizing leads? Contact us at 54organize@dl54.com
PDBR: T. Dean Wright, Jr.
ST/BR: Jerry Espy
VP: Frederick Confer
CS: Jack Williams

ADBR: Duane Lukens
BR’s: Jack Baker
Don Riffee, Jr.
Jim McClelland

ED: Peggy Montague
CM: Mary Ellen Napier
PE: Thomas D. Frisbie
Secretary: Donna Swaggerty
Editor: Regina Wright

