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Machinist Created the First Labor Day
Labor Day is a creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American
workers. It has become an annual tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well
being of our country. There are several theories about the origins of Labor Day, but research is showing that it most
likely was the idea of a Mathew Maguire, a machinist who would later become the secretary for IAM local lodge 344
in Paterson, N.J. Records indicate that he proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of the Central
Labor Union in New York. What is clear is that the New York Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal
and appointed a committee to plan a demonstration and picnic.
The NY-CLU "workingmen's holiday" was held on Tuesday, September 5, 1882; and it was more of a protest rally for
the adoption of the 8-hour day. Participants had to give up a day's pay in order to march. The NY-CLU even levied a
fine on non-participants, but their affiliation with labor was masked for the reporters who covered the parade. I n 1882,
the New York City CLU was a lodge of the still-secret Knights of Labor with Mathew Maguire as its secretary. The
parade Call and all invitations were sent out over the signature of Maguire. During the post-parade festivities, P.J.
McGuire of the Carpenters was one of many speakers. Some historians attribute the creation of Labor Day top
McGuire, but he did not participate in any planning for the parade.
Protests against President Cleveland's harsh methods, used during the Pullman strike, made the appeasement of the
nation's workers a top political priority. Six days after his troops crushed the strike, legislation was rushed
unanimously through both houses of Congress, and the bill arrived on President Cleveland's desk. 1894 was an
election year, and President Cleveland seized the chance at conciliation, and Labor Day was born.
The vital force of labor has added materially to the
highest standard of living and the greatest production
the world has ever known. It has also brought us
closer to the realization of our traditional ideals of
economic and political democracy. It is essential that
the nation pay tribute on Labor Day to the creator of
so much of the nation's strength, freedom, and
leadership -- the American worker.
Research was obtained through the following sources:
First Labor Day Parade, by Ted Watts
What If We Didn't Need Labor Day? By Norman Solomon
The Origins of Labor Day – September 2, 1996; The Online Newshour
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Core Molding Technologies is
expanding their facility to make
room for a new sheet molding
compound (SMC) line. The SMC
is used to mold light and heavyduty truck body parts, electrical
boxes and even Jet Ski hulls and
decks. Core plans to keep hiring
through the summer.

The WVSCM Delegates met in April in Flatwoods,
WV to plan their political strategy and endorsements
for the upcoming primary elections in West Virginia.
The WVSCM is led by President Anthony Blidgett
and Secretary Treasurer Jack Williams, Jr. and with
the assistance of the Delegates in attendance the
following candidates were indorsed for the
upcoming primary elections;
Natalie Tennant - U.S. Senate
Glen Gainer, III - U.S. House of
Representatives 1st District
Nick Casey - U.S. House of Representatives
2nd District
Nick “Joe” Rahall, II - U.S. House of
Representatives 3rd District
Additionally, the Council endorsed candidates for
each respective District throughout West Virginia for
the State House of Delegates and the State Senate
races that will also take place in the May Primary
elections.
The WVSCM Leadership believes that working for
the election of the above candidates will result in the
establishment of good laws that will enhance and
protect workers' rights in the United States of
America and West Virginia.

Members of Local Lodge 2794
approved a new three-year
agreement with Kenyon College
on June 25, 2014. The agreement
allows for wage increases every
year, gains in working conditions
and over all improvements in
many areas.
Pictured (Left to Right): WVSCM ST Jack
Williams, WVSCM President Tony Blidgett.

2

;
Lorem Ipsum Dolor

Spring 2016

Meet Margaret (Peggy) Montague
Peggy, a 43-year union member,
currently holds several positions
within the IAM. She is the District
Lodge Educator, filling the vacancy
created after the advancement of
former Educator Fred Confer to
District Vice President in January
2014. She holds the position of
Secretary-Treasurer of Local Lodge
439 located in Cleveland, Ohio for
over two years and has been a Shop
Steward for our management
members at Union Eye Care
Center(s) for twenty years plus.

DL 54 WINS DISCHARGE
ARBITRATION AT CITY OF
CLEVELAND

She is also active in organizing; the
Collation of Labor Union Workers
(CLUW) and the Ohio State
Council of Machinists. Please join
us in congratulating Peggy for her
hard work and dedication to our
District 54 membership and the
Labor Movement. Thanks Peggy!

IAM District 54 member Lenny Peters won his arbitration case against the City of Cleveland
that will include approximately $50K in back pay and full reinstatement. Members of Local 439
in Cleveland, Ohio were overjoyed to hear the news when it was reported at their June Local
Lodge meeting. After almost a year and a half long process dealing with the multiple layers of
the City’s grievance resolution process, designed to discourage arbitration, the City was found
to have violated the just cause provisions of the collective bargaining agreement with the IAM
when it decided to discharge Brother Peters.
“This was a long and drawn out process,
and a super victory for us,” said IAM&AW
District 54 President and Directing
Business Representative T. Dean Wright,
Jr. “This case would not have been won
without the perseverance and preparation of
Business Representative Jack Baker and
Chief Steward Doug Wells. Their work
along with the solid testimony of Brother
Peters helped us prevail.”
Pictured (Left to Right): Jack Baker
BR, Doug Wells, Lenny Peters, Dean
Wright PDBR
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LL 1297 GDA GOLF OUTING
AND RIDE ANOTHER SUCCESS

IAM&AW Local Lodge 1297 held its annual
golf outing on June 7th 2014. The golf outing at
Woolridge golf course in Mansfield Ohio drew
40 teams of golfers. A perfect day for golf
ensued with a light breeze, clear skies and
temperatures in the 70’s. Everyone had a great
time and regardless of the scorecards the true
winner was GDA.
On June 21st 2014 Local 1297 held their annual
“Ride for the Guide” motorcycle poker run.
Over 250 motorcycles showed up despite the
dark clouds. After a 100 plus mile poker run not
a drop of rain fell and the sun came out by the
time everyone was at the campgrounds. With
all-inclusive ride, overnight camping, hog roast
and live band this event continues to draw
motorcycle enthusiasts from several
neighboring states as well as Ohio.

There are no strikes in District
54 to report on.

District 54 would like to thank President
Confer, the executive committee of LL 1297
and all the volunteers for all their continued
hard work for Guide Dogs of America.
Preliminary totals show another $20K plus year
for fundraising at Local 1297.

On July 12, 2014, members of
Local Lodge 1471 in Marysville,
OH ratified a new four year
agreement at Parker Hannifin
Corp., Chief Steward Bob
Shonkwiler and the Union
Negotiating Committee obtained
gains in wages, language, and the
overall benefit package, while
keeping increases in their health
care costs at a minimum.
4

CLEVELAND UNION EYE CARE CENTER, INC.

CLEVELAND UNION EYE CARE
CENTER, INC., owned and operated by
the trade union movement of northeastern
Ohio, was created as the result of a study
in 1958 of the needs of union members for
comprehensive
program
of
eye
care. MATTHEW DEMORE†, president
of District 54 International Association of
Machinists called a meeting of local labor
leaders to discuss ways to meet this need.
This led to the creation of a nonprofit
organization of local unions in which
membership
fees
("stock")
were
purchased at a rate of twenty-five cents
per union member, with a minimum $25
membership fee for any local business. A
goal of $25,000 was set before operations
could begin.

a

In its first year of operation, the Union Eye Center dispensed more than 15,000 pairs of glasses to union
members and their families. Some 162,000 union families were affiliated with the program.
Expansion occurred rapidly; within one-and-a-half years, a second Center was opened. By 1994 Union Eye
Care operated nine locations, with its main downtown location on Carnegie Avenue. At that time,
Optometrists working for the Center were independent, leasing space from the organization. By 2005,
however, Union Eye Care
established a partnership
with UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS
CASE MEDICAL CENTER, or
University Hospitals Health System
(UHHS), to provide patients with
access to UHHS specialists and
surgical treatments for amblyopia,
cataract, diabetic, macular, and
retinal disorders. Throughout its
history, the center has provided the
best glasses (as well as hearing aids)
at the lowest possible prices for local
union members and their families.

Bottom Photo: Union Eye
Care located on Center Road
in Brunswick, Ohio.

Swisher International
PDBR Wright visits Swisher International facility in
Wheeling, WV. The skilled trades’ membership of the
Swisher facility are proud members of Local Lodge
818 located in Wheeling, WV. Pictured with PDBR
Wright is Chairman Ed Absolom they are displaying
some of the tobacco product that is manufactured at
the facility. One of the top selling products that has
been manufactured at the plant since its inception is
Mail Pouch Chewing Tobacco.
Mail Pouch Chewing Tobacco, perhaps West
Virginia’s most
famous consumer
product, was made by
Bloch Brothers
Tobacco Company.
The company began
with brothers Aaron
and Samuel Bloch,
who ran a small
grocery and dry
goods store in 1879 in
Wheeling, WV. They
also had a small cigar
factory on the second
floor. Noticing that
men chewed the cigar
wrapper clippings, the
Blochs conceived the
idea of flavoring the
scrap cuttings that
were left over from
cigar making and selling it in paper bags as chewing
tobacco. The flood of 1884 destroyed the store, and
the Blochs decided to focus exclusively on tobacco
products.
The brothers were progressive employers. In 1890,
many of their workers joined the Tobacco Workers
Union, with which the company cooperated. Bloch
Brothers had a health plan and established an eighthour day and five-day week before these reforms were
generally adopted. Aaron was succeeded by his
brother, Samuel, as president in 1902. Samuel served
until passing the company on to his son, Jesse A.
Bloch, an influential state senator.
Jesse Bloch was president of the company from 1937
to 1947. During his tenure, the company expanded by
acquiring the Pollack Crown stogie and the Penn

Tobacco Company. Jesse’s son, Thomas, continued as
head of the company, adding the firm of Christian
Peper Tobacco Company and its line of pipe tobacco
products to the mixtures being made in Wheeling.
Bloch Brothers was sold in 1969 to the General Cigar
and Tobacco Company, which became a division of
Culbro in 1978. The company was acquired by the
Helme Tobacco Company in 1983 and now uses the
name Swisher International. Mail Pouch, described by
tobacco chewers as drier and not as sweet as some other
chewing tobaccos, remains a popular product.
The BLOCH
BROTHERS
TOBACCO PLANT,
Water St. between 39th
and 41st Sts.,
manufactures Mail
Pouch chewing
tobacco. Nearly 1,000
persons are employed in
the long, red brick
factory buildings and
modern, brick office
building which occupy
two blocks along the
waterfront. The
tobacco used in Mail
Pouch, which is
processed and cut into
ribbons by machine,
comes from Ohio,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Annual
production is approximately 100,000,000
packages. The company originator of ribbon-cut type
of tobacco was formed in 1879 by S.S. and Aaron
Bloch and was the first to buy leaf tobacco for the
express purpose of manufacturing cut chewing tobacco.
The company factory is still located in Wheeling at the
location indicated in the Guide. Mail Pouch became
famous due in large part to the "Mail Pouch barn"
which advertised the product in a wide area in the
midwest. Their production and workforce is much
smaller than it used to be due to lowing of demand for
their products. The company has been sold a few times
first in 1969 to the General Cigar and Tobacco
Company which became part of Culbro in 1978. It was
then acquired by Helme Tobacco Company in 1983 and
now is under the name of Swisher International.

Rose V. Hairston-President Local Lodge 598
South Charleston, West Virginia
My name is Rose V. Hairston; I love everything about the union.
I come from a family of union folks. I started my career at
Union Carbide in South Charleston, West Virginia in May 1984.
I had a 120-day waiting period before I could join the union.
Once my time was in I was anxious to get involved. I
immediately wanted to become an Operator Representative. I
managed to get on the ballot and won. That’s where I stayed
and represented our members most of my union career. Then in
2008, I decided to run for Vice President of my Local Lodge to
gain more experience and knowledge with the union. I also
attended the William W. Winpisinger education and Technology
Center in Hollywood, MD (Organizing Class). The organizing
course trains our union leaders in assisting non-union employees
in gaining a legal voice in their workplace by organizing their
place of employment. Also, after attending the course I had the
chance to hit the organizing trail up in Marion, Ohio hand
billing a District 54 target in October 2011. I have attended
conferences of the AFL-CIO, IAM&AW Convention in
Toronto, Canada and volunteer and support the United Food
Operation with food drives, etc. in my community. A new
challenge came in February 2014; I became President of Local 598, which has opened another door of
experience and challenges. So with my continued love of our union, I stepped up whole heartedly and
would like to thank those who support and stand strong with our unions of today, my family two (2)
children, six (6) grandchildren, my union, especially my job of 30 years at Dow Chemical…I am truly
blessed and thankful!

Mahle Engine Components USA, Inc.
McConnelsville, Ohio
I.A.M. &, A.W. Local Lodge 1471 and Mahle Engine
Components USA, Inc. reach a new three (3) year
agreement at the McConnelsville, Ohio plant. The Union
bargaining committee at Mahle is comprised of Chairman,
Randall Burnside, Committee Members, Adam Smith,
Josh Baldwin, Chad Tate, and Kevin Nichols. The
committee worked very hard to forge out a new agreement
that will benefit the bargaining unit at for the next three
years. The committee fully endorsed the final package and
gave their recommendation of ratification to the
membership. Congratulations to the committee for a job
well done!
Employees at the McConnelsville facility cast metal for
MAHLE’s industry engine components that are the driving
force for powerful diesel and gas engines used in the fields
of power generation, marine applications, and railway
transportation, to name but a few.
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If you have recently moved, please
update you mailing address by
emailing Jerry Espy, ST DL54 at
jespy@DL54.com or mailing him at
2625 Winchester Pike, Columbus,
OH 43232. Thank you!

CONTACT US AT:
http://iamd54.com/?page_id=33
District Headquarters – 2625 Winchester Pike –
Columbus, OH 43232
Phone: (614) 239-0401
Facebook: IAMAW District Fifty-Four
Twitter: DistrictLodge54
PDBR: T. Dean Wright, Jr.
ST: Jerry Espy
ADBR: Duane Lukens

BR: Jack Baker
Donald L. Riffee, Jr.
Nick Kent
Jim McClelland
Dennis D. Wright

VP: Fredrick A. Confer
CS: Jack Williams
ED: Mary Ellen Napier
CM: Peggy Montague
PE: Thomas D. Frisbie

