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Sister Sherry 
Moor is the 
Committee 
Chairmen at ITW 
Tomco in Bryan, 
Ohio, and a proud 
member of Local 
Lodge 1349. 
Sherry is a 
Quality Auditor 
with the company 
where she has 
worked for over 
41 years. Sherry 
is dedicated to her 
position and 
helping the 
members with 
their issues. 
Sherry was part of 

the negotiating team for the recent contract negotiations in 
April along with Connie Bigger and Doneta Schmidt. They 
successfully negotiated the first increase to the pension.   

The next scheduled District 
Lodge 54 Delegate 
Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday July 12th at 6 p.m. 
at 2625 Winchester Pike, 
Columbus, OH 43232 
 

Pictured (left to right): Sisters Connie 
Bigger, Sherry Moor and Doneta Schmidt.  

The next Eastern States 
Council of Machinists 
(ESCM) Conference will 
be held on July 14th and 
15th in Atlantic City, NJ. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT… 

ARBITRATION WIN 
Twenty-five year member Joseph “Mike” Fouts from 

Local Lodge 1285 recently won in arbitration after his 
employer, Gradall Industries Inc. located in New 
Philadelphia, Ohio wrongfully imposed upon him a five day 
unpaid suspension.  

The Arbitrator agreed with the Union that the 
suspension was unjust and disproportionate for the incident 
that occurred. He reduced the suspension to a written 
warning and made Mr. Fouts whole for any wages and other 
benefits lost as a result of his suspension. 

A special thanks to Brothers Ed Marinelli, Doug 
Fishel, Wes Norman, Joseph M. Fouts and ADBR Duane 
Lukens in their help with preparation in righting this wrong! 
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STEWARD UPDATE… 
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SULZER STORM  

SWAGGERTY PARTICIPATES IN BUCKEYETHON  
During the past 2015-16 
academic year, Brother Mike 
Swaggerty and wife Donna 
Swaggerty’s son, Michael, 
participated in The Ohio State 
University’s BuckeyeThon. 
BuckeyeThon is the largest 
student-ran philanthropy in the 
state, and through their annual 
Dance Marathon they raise funds 
for research and treatment of 
children with cancer at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 
As a first year member, Michael 
raised over $500, with 100 
percent going towards treatment 
and research for a cure. “This 
upcoming year I hope to raise 
even more as I will be a member 
of the fundraising committee, 

helping to provide students with various fundraising opportunities and ideas,” said Michael. “As well 
as I will be in charge of neighborhood canning; I will be obtaining and renewing permits for 
Columbus and all the surrounding areas, allowing students to go around the community and spread the 
word for our cause and receive donations from various neighborhoods.” This year BuckeyeThon 
raised $1.33 million.  

Pictured (in middle): Michael Swaggerty. 

SULZER STURM PARTS MANUFACTURING 

Pictured (left to right): Nathan Merritt, 
Committeeman, Tim Watson, Chairman, 
Zach Sturgeon, Committeeman, Bryce 
Keyser, Committeeman, and Zach 
Gordon, Committeeman. 

The Sulzer Sturm Parts Manufacturing 
Center, located in Barboursville, WV, is a 
70,000 square foot manufacturing facility that 
employs sixty-four (64) employees that are 
members of IAM Local Lodge 598. The 
center is a leader in the replacement pump 
parts market, providing a wide variety of cast 
products and materials. Sturm is able to 
produce for both the Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) business and the non-
OEM business.  
 
This year the facility reached a milestone - 
Please join in congratulating the facility 
employees of the Foundry and Machine 
Shop for reaching the terrific achievement 
of ten years of no lost time injuries! 
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STEWARD UPDATE… 
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The next Grand Lodge 
Convention will be held 
on September 5th – 9th in 
Chicago, IL.  

Looking for new IAM 
gear? Check out 
https://machinistsgear.co
m/ 

Latest from AFL-CIO… 
Statement of Ohio AFL-CIO President Tim 
Burga on the One-year Anniversary of Fast-
track Vote for the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

 
[Columbus, Ohio] ‒ Today, June 24th, marks the 
one-year anniversary of the US Senate vote to 
approve the trade promotion authority (fast track) 
for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).  Ohio 
Senator Rob Portman voted in favor of the fast-
track bill, which ultimately became law.  On this 
occasion, Ohio AFL-CIO President Tim Burga 
issued the following statement. “Senator Portman’s 
vote in favor of fast-tracking the TPP was an 
abdication of his constitutional authority to review 
trade matters that should be carefully considered by 
Congress. Senator Portman’s election year 
conversion to now oppose the TPP accentuates his 
abdication and puts our country at risk of approving 
yet another unfair trade deal that will handicap our 
economy and put a downward pressure on 
wages.  By voting to fast-track a law which he now 
claims to oppose, Senator Portman showed his true 
colors when it comes to trade, he showed that he is 
willing to ignore the needs of working Ohioans 
while he does the bidding of corporations and the 
wealthy few. The Ohio AFL-CIO will continue to 
oppose the TPP and will fight for its defeat at every 
turn.  Senator Portman’s contortionist voting record 
will be an issue in this election, and will be a 
deciding factor for many working people as they 
head to polls this fall.  While it has suddenly 
become fashionable to oppose the TPP, we will not 
be fooled by Senator Portman’s pretend stances and 
instead will be focused on his real record of 
promoting unfair trade deals that have cost us 
dearly.”  

LABOR COMIC 
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IN MEMORY OF… 

H. James Rickett, 68, of Ashland, OH passed away on June 1, 
2016. Brother Jim was born in Ashland in 1948 and was a resident of 
Ashland his entire life. He was of the Baptist Faith.  
 
Jim was a dedicated employee of the F.E. Myers / Pentair Company for 
43 years where he worked as a CNC Machinist building many different 
kinds of pumps over the years. 
 
Jim was known for being very Patriotic. He was a member of the 
Ashland Moose Lodge #1383, Ashland VFW Post 1067 and IAM Local 
Lodge 1297. He enjoyed golfing, camping, NASCAR, riding his 
motorcycle and participating in GDA Poker Runs, Playing Slo-Pitch 
softball, and was a DJ for weddings, graduations and other events.  

IAM Local 1471 members at Core Molding 
Technologies in Columbus, OH began their week 
with tragic news. A coworker and union brother, 
Timothy Underwood, had succumbed to injuries 
sustained in an early morning plant accident. 
IAM members at Core produce composites used to 
produce vehicle parts. 
“On behalf of the District 54 family I send or deepest 
sympathies, and condolences to the member’s family, 
as well as all of his coworkers at Core Molding,” said 
T. Dean Wright, Jr., president and directing business 
representative of District 54. “Our very foundation is 
based upon the safety of our members, and workers 
everywhere, and the belief that everyone should 
return home, safely to their families at the end of 
every working day.” 
District 54 and Local 1471 representatives, including 

the safety committee, remain ready to assist and cooperate with OSHA and the company in the ongoing 
investigation. The company suspended operations for 24 hours and said grief counselors would be 
available to assist employees if needed. 

TIMOTHY UNDERWOOD 

H. JAMES RICKETT  

Brother Dale Drummond, Chief Shop Steward at Ferry Cap in Local 439.   
Brother Max Herman, MCPP in Local 2159.  
Sister Sandy Franks, Kenyan College in Local 2794. 

ALSO IN MEMORY OF… 
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CONTACT US AT:  

http://iamd54.com/?page_id=33 
District Headquarters  

2625 Winchester Pike Columbus, OH 43232 
♦ Phone: (614) 239-0401  
♦ Website: www.iamd54.com 
♦ Facebook: IAMAW District Fifty-Four 
♦ Twitter: DistrictLodge54 

If you have recently moved, please 
update you mailing address by 
emailing Jerry Espy, ST DL54 at 
jespy@DL54.com or mailing him at 
2625 Winchester Pike, Columbus, 
OH 43232. Thank you! 


