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DISTRICT 54’S E-NEWSLETTER 

Ohio District Taking the Fight to ‘Right-to-Work’ 

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers 

Four months, three states, 19 cities and more than 14,000 IAM members – that was the road map 
District 54 President/Directing Business Representative T. Dean Wright, Jr., set out to travel. 
Wright felt it was his obligation to IAM members to sound the alarm on the dangers of “right-to-

work” legislation. 
Back in February, when winter still had it’s 

grip across Ohio, some lawmakers were 
attempting to wrap the wretched fingers of 
“right-to-work” legislation around the throats of 
working men and women of the Buckeye State. 
Elected officials were introducing the anti-union 
law at the state and community levels. 

“When the full-on attack began, I knew we 
had to do everything possible to fight back,” said 
Wright. “I met with district staff, and decided 
that I would personally travel to each local lodge 
and conduct Shop Steward training, including 

‘right-to-work’ discussions.” 
IAM District 54 President/Directing Business 

Representative T. Dean Wright gives a presentation on the 
negative effects of “right-to-work” laws. 

Training sessions were scheduled to coincide with monthly local membership meetings, so that the “right-to-
work” discussions could include interested members, retirees and the executive board of each local. 

“The meetings were productive,” continued Wright. “The local officers, shop committees and 
members that attended gained information 
on the effects of ‘right-to-work’ in their 
states and can educate the rest of our 
members on how this law is an attack on 
our families and our way of life.” 

“Working families are under attack 
on all fronts, and our members are leading 
the way in the stand to protect their 
rights,” said Eastern Territory General 
Vice President Jimmy Conigliaro, Sr. 
“IAM members aren’t fooled by the thinly 
veiled guise from big corporate special 
interests to cut wages, weaken the middle 
class and take away their ability to defend 

their rights and safety in the workplace.” 
 
Article continued on page 7… 

IAM District 54 President/Directing Business 
Representative T. Dean Wright gives a presentation 
on the negative effects of “right-to-work” laws. 

Pictured above: Local 1280, Newark, Ohio, Executive Board 
attends “right-to-work” presentation. 
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Mission Statement: 
The vision of the International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers District 54 is to establish 
and support economic and social justice for all workers-regardless of their sex, race or national origin, 

ensuring that all work is performed by union workers, by furnishing job training and retraining, by enforcing 
safe and healthy workplaces, by providing fair and reasonable wage rates and benefits, and by establishing 

secure and portable retirement pension plans. 

Color in Rosie… 
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Official Circular No. 865 
replaced No. 859 on June 19, 
2017 regarding Eligibility and 
Voting Rights of Retired, 
Terminated, Laid Off or 
Exempted Members.  
 
Official Circular No. 866 
replaced and updates No. 825 
on June 19, 2017 regarding 
Prohibiting Debit/Credit 
Cards, Cash Withdrawals, 
Photo Deposits. 

Thank you for your service… 

Rusty Ault, son of Mike and Jenny Ault of Deshler, Ohio, is a Lance 
Corporal in the U.S. Marines. Brother Mike is the Vice President of 
Local Lodge 1346. Rusty is currently stationed at Twenty-nine Palms, 
CA. He has plans to be married in July to Bianca Hernandez of Los 
Angeles, CA. 
 
Rusty attended a District 54 meeting with his parents while he was 
still a student of Law Enforcement at Four County Career Center. 
He developed an understanding and respect for what the unions 
stand for and still maintains a keen interest. 

Pictured above: Lance Corporal Rusty Ault, son of Mike and Jenny Ault. 

Local 1297 GDA Fundraiser 
Local 1297, held its annual 
golf outing Saturday, June 3rd 
in Mansfield, OH to benefit 
Guide Dogs of America 
(GDA). The event raised 
almost $7000 Thanks go out 
to Sister Cindy, Brothers Fred 
& Greg and the entire Guide 
Dogs Committee for their 
work with this fundraising 
event. 

In Memory Of… 
 
Brother Les Jackson,  
Local Lodge 1297 

ATTENTION: 
 
On Saturday, September 2nd The 
Fifth Annual Labor Day Festival 
will be held in Parma at James 
Day (Nike) Park from 10 AM to 4 
PM. The festival will be a 
celebration of labor! Contact your 
local lodge for more details. 
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Steward Update… 
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SULZER STORM  

In June, Sisters Peggy Montague 
and Mary Napier, and Brother 
Jack Williams represented District 
54 at the W3 Education and 
Technology Center while 
completing a History project. 

The 2017 Ohio State Council of 
Machinists will be held on 
September 29 & 30 at 2625 
Winchester Pike, Columbus, Ohio 
43232. 

Retirement Corner… 
Tell Congress: Don’t Gut Your Health Care! 

Republicans are racing to pass a bill that will gut the Affordable Care 
Act, slash Medicaid and throw 24 million people off their insurance—all 
while handing millionaires and billionaires a huge tax break.  

This plan would be catastrophic for working Americans, especially 
seniors and moderate-income people. Millions will be forced to pay more 
for less coverage, from sky-high deductibles to massive premium hikes. 
And people who get insurance through their job will face a tax on 
workplace health benefits.  

We all need to speak out and demand that Republicans stop their 
reckless attempt to take health benefits away from millions of working 
people.  

Add your name to tell Congress: Don’t gut your health care!  

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/tell-congress-dont-gut-our-health-
care?source=fb_ads_fans_healthcare 

Also, send a letter to your representatives in Congress. An example 
letter is provided below. 

To: United States Congress  
From: [Your Name]  

You must oppose the new bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act. This 
bill would be a disaster for working people like me. It would gut 
protections for people with pre-existing conditions, take away health care 
from tens of millions of people, raise health care costs for millions more, 
decimate Medicaid and give a huge tax break to the super-rich and 
corporate CEOs, while taxing workplace health benefits. We need a 
health care plan that expands coverage for everyone, not one that cuts it. 
Please oppose this bill. 

Articled courtesy of AFL-CIO 

District 54 launches new website… 

In order to better communicate with 
members in a fast, efficient and 
modern way, District 54’s new 
website will be iamdistrict54.com  

An Intermediate Web 
Development class will be held 
from October 22-27, 2017 at the 
William W. Winpisinger Education 
and Technology Center. 
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For well over 100 years, apprenticeship 
training has been the oldest and most 
traditional method of on-the-job training 
in many of the industries where the IAM 
represents the workers in the United 
States and Canada. 

Recently, representatives from 
industrial labor unions, manufacturing 
employers, state labor federations, state 
and federal labor agencies, education and 
workforce and development advocacy 
groups met in Oakwood, Pennsylvania to 
discuss state and national efforts to 
bolster apprenticeship programs.  

The event was co-hosted by the 
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO, and the Ohio 
AFL-CIO and the leaders of these 

organizations were on hand to highlight 
how apprenticeship programs are 
essential to their industrial states’ 

economic success. 
 “The IAM values our apprenticeship programs throughout the United States and Canada, said IAM 

International President Bob Martinez. “These programs provide excellent opportunities for working people 
to live a better life, said Martinez. “It is our hope that more employers see the advantages that apprenticeship 
programs bring to the workforce. The IAM stands ready to rebuild North America’s workforce.” 
 
Article courtesy of goiam.org, to read the whole article visit https://www.goiam.org/departments/headquarters/apprenticeship/ 

2017 Apprenticeship Conference 

Pictured (left to right): Jack Baker, BR, T. Dean Wright, Jr., 
President & DBR, Ed Kuss, Grand Lodge Representative.  

Staff Spotlight… 
Duane Lukens was initiated into the IAMAW Local Lodge 2690 on June 

17, 1981 while working at “The House of Metals” located in Cambridge, Ohio.  
He held the positions of Local Lodge VP, grievance committee, negotiating 
committee and steward. 

On May 1, 1995 Brother Lukens was appointed as District Lodge 28 staff 
organizer and then on May 1, 1997 he was appointed as a Business Representative. On 
January 1, 2004 Duane became a Business Representative with District Lodge 34 with the 
merger of District Lodge 28 and District Lodge 34. 

On April 1, 2009 Duane was appointed as a Business Representative with 
District 54. Then on November 1, 2013 President Directing Business 
Representative T. Dean Wright appointed him as the Assistant Directing Business 
Representative with District 54, working out of the Dennison, Ohio office.   

Lukens served with the U.S. Army for three years as an avionics mechanic and seven years with the Ohio 
National Guard as a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter mechanic. 

Duane and his wife, Debbie, have been married for forty-years and are proud parents of three adult children, 
Michelle, Andrea and Drew, and six grandchildren. 
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Looking for locker or union board decorations? 
Cut out one of these great cartoons!

Page 1 article continued… 
“This wouldn’t have been possible without all of the resources of the IAM,” said Wright. “My 

thanks to GVP Conigliaro, and the staff of the Eastern Territory. With the assistance of the Winpisinger 
Center, especially the Media Annex, over 14,000 pieces of information, letters and flyers were produced, 
shipped and then passed out to every member, all at a great cost savings to District 54.” 

“This was a tremendous undertaking by District 54, my thanks go out to PDBR Wright, his staff 
and all involved to make it possible,” said Conigliaro, Sr. “Educating our members, arming them with 
the information needed to combat the continuous onslaught is exactly what it takes to beat back the 
attack, and the IAM, our members, and working families across the U.S.A. will continue to push back 
against anti-worker legislation, anyplace, anytime.” 
 
Article courtesy of https://www.goiam.org/news/ohio-district-taking-fight-right-work/ 
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CONTACT US AT:  

District Headquarters  
2625 Winchester Pike Columbus, OH 43232 
♦ Phone: (614) 239-0401  
♦ Website: iamdistrict54.com 
♦ Facebook: IAMAW District Fifty-Four 

President & DBR Wright needs to hear from you! 
!

What!shop!and/or!local!issues!or!concerns!would!you!like!addressed?!Cut!this!out!

and!mail!it!directly!to!me:!!

!

T.!Dean!Wright!Jr.!

C/O!IAM!&AW!

2625!Winchester!Pike!

Columbus,!OH!43232.!

!

Name:______________________________________!Shop:__________________________!Local#:_________!

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________!

Do you have any organizing leads? Contact us at 54@dl54.com 


