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DISTRICT 54’S E-NEWSLETTER 

LL 1471 Members at Mahle End 10 Day Strike 

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers 

The IAM Membership of Local 
Lodge 1471 at Mahle Engine 
Components in McConnelsville, 
Ohio formed picket lines in 
August after overwhelmingly 
rejecting a contract proposal 
from the company and 
subsequently voting to strike. 
The McConnelsville plant 
manufactures the raw material to 
produce engine bearings. 

 
The main point of contention 
was language regarding plant 
shutdowns and layoff 
notifications. The company had 
proposed language that would 
allow shutdowns and layoffs for 
periods of less than one week 
with no notification. The 

previous language provided protection with the provision of a seven (7) day notification to employees 
for all shutdown and layoff periods. 

 
“The plant layoff notification language is an all-important protection for these workers,” said District 54 
President and Directing Business Representative T. Dean Wright, Jr. “This negotiating committee stood 
firm, and we were able to not only back the company off of the previous proposal, we were able to make 
some improvements to the existing language.” 
 
After 10 days on strike, a new contract was able to pass and members returned to work on August 31, 
2017.  

 
"The strike at MAHLE ended late last evening [August 30] after our membership ratified the tentative 
agreement between the parties,” said PDBR T. Dean Wright, Jr. “Thank you to our members and their 
families that stood union strong and in solidarity! Special thank you to everyone in the McConnelsville 
community for their support and lastly our Brothers and Sisters at Miba Bearings in supporting their 
fellow Brothers and Sister on the picket line.” 

 
A special THANK YOU to all the individuals and businesses that assisted our members and their 
families during the strike. The “Thank You to Our McConnelsville Supporters,” Press Release can be 
viewed at iamdistrict54.com 

Pictured (above): Members at Mahle Engine Components, Local 
Lodge 1471, take to the strike line in August. 
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Mission Statement: 
The vision of the International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers District 54 is to establish 
and support economic and social justice for all workers-regardless of their sex, race or national origin, 

ensuring that all work is performed by union workers, by furnishing job training and retraining, by enforcing 
safe and healthy workplaces, by providing fair and reasonable wage rates and benefits, and by establishing 

secure and portable retirement pension plans. 

Labor Day Recap… 

Local Lodge 439 and 1297 participated in Cleveland’s North Shore AFL-CIO’s fifth annual Labor 
Day festival on September 2nd at James Park in Parma, Ohio. 
 
Manning the IAM booth, which focused on the history of the IAM and District 54, was T. Dean 
Wright Jr., District 54 PDBR, Jack Baker, District 54 BR, Fred Confer, President LL 1297 and 
Doug Wells, LL 439 Educator. 
 
Those in attendance were able to enjoy live music and food while visiting numerous union table 
displays, which were all filled with union informational pamphlets and handouts. 
 
Labor Day was founded by Machinist Matthew Maguire while serving as Secretary of the Central 
Labor Union in New York in 1882, and became a federal holiday in 1894. It is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements of American workers and constitutes a yearly national tribute to 
the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.  
 
For more information about the history of Labor Day and its IAM roots, check out Page 1 of the 
2014 Summer Newsletter edition at iamdistrict54.com/Newsletters 

Pictured (above, left to right): District 54 PDBR, T. Dean Wright, Jr., 
LL 1297 President, Fred Confer, Ohio Cleveland Municipal Court 
Candidate, Ann Oakar, and LL 439 Educator, Doug Wells. 
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Pictured (above, left to right): 
Mike Warner, ST LL 1285, Wes 
Norman, President LL 1285, and 
T. Dean Wright, Jr., PDBR 
District 54. 
 
In September, Local Lodge 1285, 
held its annual retiree fish fry. 
Over 200 members, retirees and 
friends were in attendance.  

Happy Retirement! 

Pictured (above): Brother Eric Campbell, LL 1346 Chief Shop 
Steward, retires after 20 plus year of service.  

ATTENTION: 
 
The Ohio State Coucil of 
Machinists (OSCM) has recently 
been updating its Website and 
Social Media profiles. Check out 
their new website at iamoscm.org 
and follow them on Twitter 
@iamawoscm 
 
Additionally, on July 1, 2016, the 
West Virginia State Council of 
Machinists (WVSCOM) was 
affliated into the Ohio State 
Council of Machinists (OSCM). 

Brother Eric Campbell, Chief Steward at Ryder Heil Bronze in 
Bucyrus, Ohio, punched the time clock one last time on August 18, 
2017 and began the next chapter of his life. 
 
“In some ways, it seems like I’ve been here forever, but in other 
ways it seems like it has gone by so fast,” Brother Eric said. “I think 
what I will miss most will be the people here. They have become like 
a family to me. Without a doubt having the IAM pension made my 
early retirement possible.” 
 
Brother Eric has been the Chief Shop Steward for over 20 years, and 
leaves behind the legacy of a high standard of representation that 
will not be easily replaced. 
 
From all the staff and members of District 54 thank you for your 
years of service and we wish you a long and happy retirement.  
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Steward Update… 
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SULZER STORM  

Steward Update Continued… 
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 Workers’ Bill of Rights  
At a recent AFL-CIO conference in St. Louis, MO in October, the 
Worker’s Bill of Rights was updated. Below you can find Resolution 
#1: Workers’ Bill of Rights made on October 25, 2017.  
 
Working people in America will no longer accept economic rules 
written of, by and for the wealthiest few. We refuse to accept the 
reality of struggling to make ends meet in the richest country in the 
world at its richest point in history. We can do better. We must do 
better. And so we demand rights that ensure we are able, through our 
work, to lead better lives. 

Working people demand the right to come home safely at the end of 
the day. We demand the right to be paid enough to support ourselves 
and our families. We demand the right to quality health care, paid time 
off to spend with family, a schedule that is flexible and fair, and 
protection from discrimination. Finally, after decades of hard work, we 
demand the right to retire with dignity and security.  

We demand a comprehensive Workers’ Bill of Rights. Standing 
together in unions and working with all who share our values, we 
will make this bill of rights a reality for all working people. 

All working people have the right to:  

• A Good Job with Fair Wages: Everyone who wants to work 
has the right to a good job where we earn a fair return on our 
work and receive a wage that allows us to support ourselves 
and our families.  

• Quality Health Care: Regardless of income, job or a pre-
existing condition. 

• A Safe Job: Free from harassment and violence. 
• Paid Time Off and Flexible, Predictable Scheduling: To 

spend time with family or care for ourselves or a loved one. 
• Freedom from Discrimination: In hiring, firing and 

promotions. 
• Retire with Dignity: And financial security. 
• Education: Public K-12, higher education and career training 

that advances our knowledge and skills without leaving us in 
debt.  

• Freedom to Join Together: With our co-workers for better 
wages and working conditions, whether we are in a union or 
not.  

• A Voice in Democracy: To freely exercise our democratic 
voice through voting and civic participation so that we can 
make sure our government stands up for this Workers’ Bill of 
Rights. 

Information courtesy of aflcio.org/ 

 
Don’t forget to buy some 
Ocean Spray Whole Berry 
Cranberry Sauce this 
holiday season and 
support IAM Local 66 
members.  

Happy 
Holidays! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Merry Christmas! 
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Ohio Machinists Focus on the Future 

Pictured (above): The Ohio State Council of Machinists (OSCM) held its annual fall 
conference on September 30, 2017, hosting several local and state politicians.  

Delegates from across Ohio and West Virginia flooded into Columbus recently for the annual 
Ohio State Council of Machinists fall meeting. Delegates greeted an all-star lineup of labor-friendly 
candidates, including Senator Sherrod Brown.         
  State Council President T. Dean Wright Jr., kicked off the meeting addressing the current 
climate in Washington, saying “this administration divides us – we are looking for candidates that will 
bring us together and strengthen the middle class.”        
 Delegates heard from candidates seeking office across Ohio, and the council took action to 
endorse.            
 “The working families of Ohio want representatives who are going to stand up for workers’ 
rights,” said Wright. “They want candidates that will continue to work with the labor movement, 
standing up against harmful legislation that would lower wages, create unsafe working conditions and 
damage collective bargaining rights.”         
 Eastern Territory General Vice President Jimmy Conigliaro Sr., updated the delegates on 
activities within the territory, and the importance of growing the IAM for the future.   
 “Growing our great union should be everyone’s focus,” said Conigliaro. “There are too many 
working people who don’t have a union, or the respect and dignity that comes with a solid collective 
bargaining contract. Many of them work in this so-called gig economy, or independent workers, and we 
are the only ones that can fix that. There’s no reason these workers, regardless of how they are labeled, 
shouldn’t have the same benefits and privileges that those of us in the labor movement enjoy.” 
 One of the featured events was Local 1297’s Guide Dogs of America (GDA) Texas Hold’em 
Poker Benefit Tournament. District 54 staff, delegates, and the 32 affiliated locals raised nearly $21,000 
for GDA, MNPL, and the IAM Disaster Relief Fund that has been providing support for members 
affected by hurricanes in Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.   
 “I’m extremely proud of the staff of District 54 for their efforts to raise funds for these all 
important efforts,” said Wright. “Our members embody the IAM motto of Service to the Community.” 
 For a full list of OSCM endorsements, visit iamoscm.org 
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CONTACT US AT:  

District Headquarters  
2625 Winchester Pike Columbus, OH 43232 
♦ Phone: (614) 239-0401  
♦ Website: iamdistrict54.com 
♦ Facebook: IAMAW District Fifty-Four 
♦ Twitter: @DistrictLodge54 

President & DBR Wright needs to hear from you! 
!

What!shop!and/or!local!issues!or!concerns!would!you!like!addressed?!Cut!this!out!

and!mail!it!directly!to!me:!!

!

T.!Dean!Wright!Jr.!

C/O!IAM!&AW!

2625!Winchester!Pike!

Columbus,!OH!43232.!

!

Name:______________________________________!Shop:__________________________!Local#:_________!

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________!

Do you have any organizing leads? Contact us at 54@dl54.com 


