
 1 

January Labor History 
Quote of the Month: “The labor movement was the principal force that transformed misery 

and despair into hope and progress.”  – Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Brothers, Sisters and Friends of Labor,  

Below you will find a monthly glance at 
milestones in Labor History. Blue text indicates 
IAM history. At the beginning of each month this 
year, we will continue to publish monthly labor 
history. May you find it informative and share it 
with your friends and family.  

In Solidarity, 

IAM District 54 

1  

1875 - Women weavers form a union in Fall 
River, Massachusetts.  

1890 – The Cleveland Machinists Union was 
first chartered in January 1890 as Lodge 83, 
which organized machinists who worked in local 
shops. After World War I, Cleveland locals 
organized into District Lodge 54.  

2020: IAM District 54 appoints the first woman 
Business Representative, Regina Wright. 

2  

1903 - President Theodore Roosevelt issues an 
Executive Order forbidding federal workers 
from "...either directly or indirectly, individually 
or through associations, solicit an increase of 
pay or influence or attempt to influence in their 
own interest any other legislation whatever, 
either before Congress or its Committees...” 

4 

1965 - Eight thousand public social workers 
represented by two different unions in New 
York City go on strike over workload and  
 

 
 
wages. The NYC Mayor fired all of the strikers 
and threw nineteen leaders in jail for two weeks.  
With the support of organized labor, the civil 
rights movement, and community groups the 
workers won the strike within a month. 

7  

1939 - American Federation of Labor (AFL) 
organizer, Tom Mooney, freed after a 22-year 
imprisonment on false charges.  

8  

1945 - AFL grants a charter to the Office 
Employees International Union. The union's title 
was changed to Office and Professional 
Employees International Union in 1965.  

9 

2017 – Phil Baker is sworn into office as 
President of IAM Local 1471, District 54.   

10  

1950 - Amendment to Railway Labor Act gives 
employees the right to negotiate for union shop 
and dues checkoff.  

1860:  The Pemberton Mill in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts collapses, trapping 900 workers, 
mostly Irish women.  More than 100 die, scores 
more injured in the collapse and ensuing fire. 
The cause of the collapse: too much machinery 
had been crammed into the building. 

11  

1912 - Female textile workers from Poland 
working in Lawrence, Massachusetts mills begin 
the IWW-organized “Bread & Roses” strike 
after collecting their pay, claiming that they had 
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been cheated, and abandoning their looms. The 
strike, which involved 32,000 women and 
children, lasted 10 weeks and ended in victory. 
The impact of this strike led to pay increases for 
over 150,000 New England textile workers.  

15  

1915 - Lucy Parsons leads hunger march in 
Chicago; Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW) songwriter Ralph Chaplin writes his 
most famous labor song "Solidarity Forever" for 
the march.  

1929 - Birthdate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In addition to his contribution to the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 1960s, King was an 
earnest crusader for labor, particularly municipal 
and hospital workers.  

17  

1962 - President John F. Kennedy issues 
Executive Order 10988 that recognized the right 
of federal employees to collectively bargain.   

21  

1946: 750,000 steelworkers walk off the job, 
joining what would become known as the Great 
Strike Wave of 1946. The post-World War II 
strike wave was not limited to industrial 
workers; there were more strikes in 
transportation, communication, and public 
utilities than in any previous year. By the end of 
1946, 4.6 million workers had been involved in 
strikes. 

25  

1890 - United Mine Workers founded. 
 

27  

1734 - New York maids organize to gain better 
wages and benefits.  

1850 - Birthdate of Samuel Gompers, first 
president and founder of American Federation of 
Labor (AFL). 

1899 - Team Drivers International Union 
chartered by AFL. As the result of a merger in 
1903, the union was renamed the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters.  

28 

1984: District Lodge 54, President and Directing 
Business Representative, T. Dean Wright, Jr., 
initiates into the Machinists Union as a member 
and is elected as a Shop Steward.  

29 

 
2009: President Barack Obama signs the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, making it easier for 
women and minorities to win pay discrimination 
suits. 

30  

1978: After successful representation elections 
under the oversight of the California 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board, the United 
Farm Workers of America officially ends its 
historic table grape, lettuce and wine boycotts. 

Do you have a historical milestone for 
District 54 or your local lodge? Send us the 
information by emailing 54@dl54.com and 
we will update our Monthly Labor 
History.  
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