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District Lodge 54 Wins Organizing Awards 

Congratulations, District 54! During the IAM National Staff Conference in San Diego, CA, the 
District won two (2) International President’s Excellence in Organizing Awards.  
 
District 54 was directly awarded the 2018 IAM Top District Organizing Distinction. Jim 
McClelland, District 54 Business Representative, received an award as 2018 IAM Organizer of 
the Year. However, Jim was quick to thank the staff of District 54 for their efforts and support 
during the organizing campaigns.  
 
“In the District, we work as a team. During our campaigns, we all help each other. This award is 
really for all of us,” said McClelland. “Over the years, we have all contributed to organizing 
wins.” 
 
“It’s always a great feeling having your District and Staff recognized for the hard work and 
achievements of organizing several new units in 2018, as well as strong in-house organizing,” 
said President and Directing Business Representative T. Dean Wright, Jr. “Now, we’re ready to 
go home and continue our fight to better the lives of our members.”  
 

Pictured (left to right): Jerry Espy, DL54 ST/BR, Don Riffee, DL54 BR, James 
Conigliaro, Sr., GVP Eastern Territory, T. Dean Wright, Jr., DL54 PDBR, Bob 
Martinez, IAM International President, Duane Lukens, DL54 BR.  

DISTRICT 54’S E-NEWSLETTER 

UNION 

STRONG 

UNION  
YES  

“EMPLOYEES SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO SELF-ORGANIZE, TO FORM, JOIN OR ASSIST LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, TO BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY THROUGH REPRESENTATION …” Section 7, The National Labor Relations Act 
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Mission Statement: 
The vision of the International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers District 54 is to establish and 
support economic and social justice for all workers, regardless of their sex, gender identity or expression, 
sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin; ensuring that all work is performed by union 
workers; by furnishing job training and retraining; by enforcing safe and healthy workplaces; by providing fair 
and reasonable wage rates and benefits; and by establishing secure and portable retirement pension plans. 

 

 

Brothers & Sisters,  

As 2019 comes to an end, we reflect on the many victories of District 54. This year we celebrated our 106th Anniversary 
(see page 4). The District Staff negotiated 32 outstanding renewal contracts, with only one successful work stoppage. 
Additionally, we organized two new shops, with secured first agreements. In doing so, Grand Lodge awarded us two 
organizing awards (see page 1). The District was also awarded numerous favorable arbitration cases in favor of our 
membership. I want to thank my staff and our shop negotiating committees for a job well done! 

Although 2019 had its highpoints, organized labor will continue to face serious barriers by a political environment that 
is anti-union, anti-worker, and anti-middle class (see my pinned Presidential Report on OSCM’s Twitter). If corporate 
America wins, working families will not. Extremists will implement a corporate-backed agenda to weaken labor with 
“Right-to-Work” (for less) laws, and more. As union members, it is clear that our work is cut out for us in keeping the 
labor movement and the IAM strong in protecting our contracts. We will continue to monitor the political climate 
regarding workers’ rights and continue the fight to better the labor movement. I encourage you to use this Holiday Season 
to refresh and prepare for the undertakings ahead. 

Looking forward to 2020 and the future of the District, over the years, I have addressed its need to be more diverse (gig 
workers, etc.) and be the face of the workforce when at all possible. We are future-orientated and looking to encourage 
the Young Machinists, understand their outlook on the labor movement, and concentrate on organizing millennials.  

Further, as we look ahead, we know the year will be long, but filled with opportunities for many union victories. Starting 
in January, the first appointed woman Business Representative of District 54, will start her position (see page 7). In 
March, we will rally during the presidential primaries. In September, we will unite during the 40th IAM Grand Lodge 
Convention. Finally, in November, we will show solidarity with the OSCM endorsed presidential candidate. 

These days when we are surrounded by so much conflict and suffering in the world and our own personal experience, it 
is important to consider the season's message of hope and goodwill and to give what joy we can to others.  

Thank you for all you do on behalf of your union, and I wish everyone and their families a safe and Happy Holiday 
Season!  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,  

Dean  
T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
President & Directing Business Representative  

 
 

Report from President & DBR 
T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
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Brother H. Jason Walters works as the 
Superintendent of the Department of Public Service 
in the Village of Northfield and has been a proud 
member of Local Lodge 439 for 18 years.  
 
He is an active member of Local 439, serving as 
Steward for three years before becoming President 
of Local 439 in 2004. After 15 years as Local 
President, Jason is now the Senior Local President 
of District 54.  

 
Brother Walters started his time with the Machinists by organizing his 
current place of employment, the Village of Northfield. "I'm very proud 
of the fact that I can appreciate my Union and contract more than many 
because a lot of people join the union, and everything has been laid out 
for them in an existing contract," said Walters. "The biggest thing I've 
noticed is, people don't realize what's been done, what's protected by 
your union and everything your union does for you. When you organize, 
and you fight for everything in your contract, you appreciate it more 
and understand what it takes to become union."  
 
Walters has two 
children, Cody, 
26, and Amanda, 
23. He enjoys 
hunting, fishing, 
and watching 
football.  
 
He is also Nordonia High School's Wrestling Coach and served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps from 1990-1994.  
 

"I'm proud of this union. 
You go to work each day, 
and different things may 
happen, it may be a 
mistake, or someone's 
harassing you, but a union 
backs you and gives you 
the security of working 
and knowing you can 
express yourself. I really 
appreciate and respect the 
work of Brother Dean and 
Local 439’s shop 
committees. It’s an honor 
working with them.”  

The next District Lodge 54 
Delegate Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, January 
14, 2020 at IAM Local 1297 
Union Hall 930 Grove Ave., 
Ashland, OH 44805 
 
ASHLAND, OHIO 44805 
 

 
There are no strikes in 
District Lodge 54 at this 
time.  
 
 
 

Member Spotlight… 

The next annual OSCM 
conference will be held 
in 2020. Details TBD.  

Pictured (above): Local 439’s 
meeting on March 21, 2019.  
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Picture from AFLCIO.org 
 

History Corner…. 
 
The American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations 
(AFL-CIO) celebrates its 
64th anniversary on 
December 5th, 2019.   

District Lodge 54 Stands 106 Years Strong CLICK ME! 

IAMAW Free College 
 
The IAMAW Free College 
Benefit makes it possible for 
you and your family members 
to earn an associate degree 
completely online – for free. 
Check it out here -
https://freecollege.goiam.org 
  

Brothers & Sisters, 
 
Chartered on August 7th, 1913, in Cleveland, Ohio, our great District turned 
106 years old this year. Presently, we service 14,000+ active and retired 
members and oversee 16 affiliated local lodges throughout Ohio, West 
Virginia, and Northeastern Indiana.  
 
As we celebrate our past achievements, we also look forward to our bright 
future. We continually work to establish and support economic and social 
justice for all workers, regardless of their sex, gender identity or expression, 
sexual orientation, race, religion, ethnicity, or national origin. District 54 
stands not only strong, but proud.   
 
Above you will find a linked slideshow video of the life of District Lodge 54 
and its great members. Enjoy and Happy Anniversary to The Fighting 
Machinists! 
 
In Solidarity,  
 
T. Dean Wright, Jr.   Jim McClelland 
President & DBR   Business Representative 
 
Jerry Espy    Margaret Montague 
Secretary-Treasurer/BR   Educator 
 
Fred Confer     Mary Ellen Napier 
Vice President     Communicator 
 
Duane Lukens     Thomas Frisbie 
ADBR     President Emeritus 
 
Don Riffee    Regina Wright 
Business Representative  Communications Representative 
  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owiFn7qZMpA
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Ohio, West Virginia Machinists Focus on the Future 
Delegates from across Ohio and West 
Virginia gathered in Cleveland last 
week for the annual Ohio State 
Council of Machinists (OSCM) 
meeting. A full house gathered to 
prepare for the 2020 elections. 

OSCM President T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
set the tone early, explaining the 
foundations for how the labor 
movement has traditionally chosen 
candidates endorsed for elections—
standing on the principals the IAM 
fights for every day, decent jobs, and 
a strong economy—only to have our 
own message “jobs and the economy” 
stolen from labor in the 2016 election. 

“During my time in the labor movement, we have always sought candidates focused on our message of jobs and the 
economy. Why wouldn’t we?” said Wright. “Everyone, regardless of their gender, sexuality, race or religion, no matter 
how they identify wants a job! Not just any job, good jobs that provide for their families, with good benefits.” 

Wright reminded delegates of the need to look for a candidate that prioritizes affordable healthcare, higher education 
and vocational training, a higher standard of living for U.S. citizens, and union and worker’s rights. 

“Whoever we endorse will be held accountable on the issues that matter most to us,” said IAM International President 
Robert Martinez Jr., who spoke about the IAM’s new member-driven endorsement process. “These candidates are 
going to have to earn our trust and understand that 600,000 Fighting Machinists are watching, listening and voting.” 

“Pension funds are in a crisis in the United States,” said Eastern Territory General Vice President Jimmy Conigliaro, 
Sr. “It’s something I worry about every day. I feel it is my responsibility to make sure our members don’t just get a 
pension now, but that they get it for life. The coming election will have a lasting effect on retirement plans, and I 
worry about that, too. Our members are being fooled by politicians that continue to make changes that hurt working 
families the most. If you take the handcuffs off of Wall Street, they can make a lot of money by taking bigger risks on 
the future of workers” 

The Ohio State Council of Machinists (OSCM) is an organization of 32 locals that represent over 20,000 
manufacturing, steel, automotive, aerospace and other workers across Ohio and West Virginia. On July 1, 2016, the 
West Virginia State Council of Machinists was affiliated into the Ohio State Council of Machinists. 

Article courtesy of https://www.goiam.org/news/ohio-west-virginia-machinists-focus-on-the-future/  

 
 
 

Latest from the Ohio State Council of Machinists (OSCM)… 
 

Pictured (center): IAM International President Bob Martinez gives the keynote 
speech during the annual 2019 Ohio State Council of Machinists conference.  
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Steward Update… 



 

 

7 
   

 
 

Happy 
Holidays! 

In observance of 
Christmas and the 
New Year, District 54 
will be closed 
December 24, 25, and 
31, and January 1.  
 
On behalf of the 
District’s Officers, 
Delegates, and Staff, 
we wish all of you and 
your families a very 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!  

IAM District 54 Appoints First Woman 
Business Representative… 

 

 

 

 

 

Regina Wright will begin her appointed position as Business 
Representative/Organizer for District Lodge 54 effective Jan. 1, 
2020. Sister Wright has served as the District’s Communications 
Representative since 2012 and is a proud member of IAM Local 321.  

She also held the position of Communications Representative for the 
Ohio State Council of Machinists, winning a combined eight Wimpy 
Awards for her work. 

She graduated magna cum laude from Xavier University in 2017 with 
her B.A. in International Business and Political Science. Currently, she 
is completing her Master of Public Policy with a focus in Workforce 
Development Policy from The Trachtenberg School of Public Policy 
and Public Affairs at The George Washington University. She has 
previously worked for U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown and completed a 
fellowship for the National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA). She 
is a fourth-generation union member. 

“Our territory and union serve our membership best when the 
representatives reflect our diversity,” said Eastern Territory General 
Vice President James Conigliaro, Sr. “We are proud to have someone 
with a strong union background and education. She was raised in this 
union, is a member of this union, and now will continue to bring the 
resulting tools of her education to benefit our members and working 
families everywhere.” 

District Lodge 54 will close out its 106th anniversary celebrating the 
appointment of the first woman to a staff position. President and 
Directing Business Representative T. Dean Wright, Jr. announced the 
appointment at the recent IAM National Staff Conference in San Diego, 
CA. 

 

For Union-Made Toys 
make sure to check out 
the AFL-CIO’s 
Holiday Buy List here  
https://aflcio.org/Ma
deInAmerica/holiday-
gifts  
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Local 1297 Raises Over $8000 for Guide Dogs of America 

Ryan Parsons, Local 1297 
Kandy Buhl, Local 1297 
 
 

Frank Joseph Cosentino, age 78, 
passed away peacefully at home in 
Stow, Ohio on Sept. 23, 2019. 
Brother Frank was a 30-year 
member of Local 439 at Goodrich 
TRW Lucas Lear. Frank survived 
by the grace of his loving, devoted 
wife of 20 years, Dorothy (nee 
Mauser) Cosentino.  

Their combined extended family of nine children: Susan 
(Erik), Frank (Dawn), Tim (Laura), Robert, Anthony 
(Sommer), Joseph (Angela), Mary (Darren), Angela (Juan), 
Andrew (Alina), Kristine (Jeffery); their 23 grandchildren; 
and their 12 great-grand-children. Frank left his life the same 
way he spent most of it, being strong and fighting for those 
he cared for most.  

In Memory Of… 

Ashland/Cleveland IAM Local 1297 raised $8,860.00 
for Guide Dogs of America (GDA) throughout the 
2019 year. Local 1297 and the Local’s President, Fred 
Confer, have been generous contributors to Guide 
Dogs of America and surpassed the $100,000 mark 
several years ago.  

As in years past, Local Lodge 1297 held several 
fundraising events. The 2019 events included a golf 
outing and garage sales.  

Guide Dogs of America was founded over 70 years 
ago by Joseph Jones, Sr. with the help of 
the International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers (IAMAW). Its mission is to 
provide guide dogs and instruction in their use, free of 
charge, to blind and visually impaired men and 
women from the United States and Canada so that 
they may continue to pursue their goals with increased 
mobility and independence.  
 
For more information please visit: 
http://www.guidedogsofamerica.org/1/about-us/  

 

Pictured (above): Sister Bobbi Sherrod, Sister Mary Ellen Napier, and 
Brother Jerry Espy, representing Local 1297, District 54, and the Ohio 
State Council of Machinists presented the total fundraised amount at 
the annual GDA ‘Woofstock’ Conference in Las Vegas, NV in Nov.  
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T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
President & DBR 

Jerry Espy 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Jack Williams 
Conductor Sentinel 

Fred Confer 
Vice President 
 

Duane Lukens 
ADBR 

 Don Riffee, Jr.  
Business Rep. 
 

Jim McClelland 
Business Rep. 

Meet Your  
District Lodge 54 Leadership 
Effective January 2020  

PLEDGE 
 
“We will always work hard for meaningful change and triumphs. Far better to experience 
occasional disappointments than to live in the grey twilight that never knows victory.”  
Consequently, we are sincerely dedicated to make you as proud as we are of you.” 

 

Your Union Officers 
 

Regina Wright 
Business Rep. 
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Do you have any organizing leads? Contact us at 54@dl54.com 

SULZER STORM  

CONTACT US AT:  
IAM District 54 Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 61, Nova, OH 44859 
¨ Phone: (614) 239-0401  
¨ Website: iamdistrict54.com 
¨ Facebook: IAM District 54 
¨ Instagram: @DistrictLodge54 
¨ Twitter: @DistrictLodge54 
¨ Email: 54@dl54.com  

Labor Cartoons… 

ED: Peggy Montague 
CM: Mary Napier  
PE: Thomas D. Frisbie  
Communications Rep: Regina Wright 
 

ADBR: Duane Lukens 
BR’s: Don Riffee, Jr. 
           Jim McClelland  
 

PDBR: T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
ST/BR: Jerry Espy 
VP: Fred Confer 
CS: Jack Williams 
 

https://www.iamdistrict54.com
https://www.facebook.com/IAM-District-54-427744044435502/
https://www.instagram.com/districtlodge54
https://www.twitter.com/DistrictLodge54


  

January Labor History 
Quote of the Month: “The labor movement was the principal force that transformed misery 

and despair into hope and progress.”  – Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Brothers, Sisters and Friends of Labor,  

Below you will find a monthly glance at 
milestones in Labor History. Blue text indicates 
IAM history. At the beginning of each month this 
year, we will continue to publish monthly labor 
history. May you find it informative and share it 
with your friends and family.  

In Solidarity, 

IAM District 54 

1  

1875 - Women weavers form a union in Fall 
River, Massachusetts.  

1890 – The Cleveland Machinists Union was 
first chartered in January 1890 as Lodge 83, 
which organized machinists who worked in local 
shops. After World War I, Cleveland locals 
organized into District Lodge 54.  

2020: IAM District 54 appoints the first woman 
Business Representative, Regina Wright. 

2  

1903 - President Theodore Roosevelt issues an 
Executive Order forbidding federal workers 
from "...either directly or indirectly, individually 
or through associations, solicit an increase of 
pay or influence or attempt to influence in their 
own interest any other legislation whatever, 
either before Congress or its Committees...” 

4 

1965 - Eight thousand public social workers 
represented by two different unions in New 
York City go on strike over workload and  
 

 
 
wages. The NYC Mayor fired all of the strikers 
and threw nineteen leaders in jail for two weeks.  
With the support of organized labor, the civil 
rights movement, and community groups the 
workers won the strike within a month. 

7  

1939 - American Federation of Labor (AFL) 
organizer, Tom Mooney, freed after a 22-year 
imprisonment on false charges.  

8  

1945 - AFL grants a charter to the Office 
Employees International Union. The union's title 
was changed to Office and Professional 
Employees International Union in 1965.  

9 

2017 – Phil Baker is sworn into office as 
President of IAM Local 1471, District 54.   

10  

1950 - Amendment to Railway Labor Act gives 
employees the right to negotiate for union shop 
and dues checkoff.  

1860:  The Pemberton Mill in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts collapses, trapping 900 workers, 
mostly Irish women.  More than 100 die, scores 
more injured in the collapse and ensuing fire. 
The cause of the collapse: too much machinery 
had been crammed into the building. 

11  

1912 - Female textile workers from Poland 
working in Lawrence, Massachusetts mills begin 
the IWW-organized “Bread & Roses” strike 
after collecting their pay, claiming that they had 

""



  

been cheated, and abandoning their looms. The 
strike, which involved 32,000 women and 
children, lasted 10 weeks and ended in victory. 
The impact of this strike led to pay increases for 
over 150,000 New England textile workers.  

15  

1915 - Lucy Parsons leads hunger march in 
Chicago; Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW) songwriter Ralph Chaplin writes his 
most famous labor song "Solidarity Forever" for 
the march.  

1929 - Birthdate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In addition to his contribution to the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 1960s, King was an 
earnest crusader for labor, particularly municipal 
and hospital workers.  

17  

1962 - President John F. Kennedy issues 
Executive Order 10988 that recognized the right 
of federal employees to collectively bargain.   

21  

1946: 750,000 steelworkers walk off the job, 
joining what would become known as the Great 
Strike Wave of 1946. The post-World War II 
strike wave was not limited to industrial 
workers; there were more strikes in 
transportation, communication, and public 
utilities than in any previous year. By the end of 
1946, 4.6 million workers had been involved in 
strikes. 

25  

1890 - United Mine Workers founded. 
 

27  

1734 - New York maids organize to gain better 
wages and benefits.  

1850 - Birthdate of Samuel Gompers, first 
president and founder of American Federation of 
Labor (AFL). 

1899 - Team Drivers International Union 
chartered by AFL. As the result of a merger in 
1903, the union was renamed the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters.  

28 

1984: District Lodge 54, President and Directing 
Business Representative, T. Dean Wright, Jr., 
initiates into the Machinists Union as a member 
and is elected as a Shop Steward.  

29 

 
2009: President Barack Obama signs the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, making it easier for 
women and minorities to win pay discrimination 
suits. 

30  

1978: After successful representation elections 
under the oversight of the California 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board, the United 
Farm Workers of America officially ends its 
historic table grape, lettuce and wine boycotts. 

Do you have a historical milestone for 
District 54 or your local lodge? Send us the 
information by emailing 54@dl54.com and 
we will update our Monthly Labor 
History.  

 

 
 
Citations: 
Becker, John. “The Month of January In American Labor 

History.” Sandulli Grace, 11 Feb. 2015, 
sandulligrace.com/the-month-of-january-in-american-
labor-history-in-american-labor-history/. 

Milestones in Labor History. 
www.apwupostalpress.org/Docs/January.pdf. 

“Timeline of U.S. Labor History.” Libcom.org, 1 Oct. 2018, 
libcom.org/history/timeline-us-labor-history. 
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