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Brothers & Sisters,  
 
In my last report, I wrote to you about the importance of 2020 and the busy year ahead of us, little did I know how busy we would 
be. 
 
The District has been buzzing since the beginning of the year. Initially, we were preparing for the national staff conference in San 
Diego, classes at the W3 Center, the OSCM conference in July, and participation at other planned workshops and conferences, 
alongside servicing, organizing, and our day-to-day operations. This unknowingly changed.  
 
With the onset of the pandemic, the District has been negotiating safer working conditions, hazard pay, and continued pay during 
downtimes. I wrote in my COVID-19 updates earlier this year, that many of your employers were progressive in their approach to 
managing the situation. It’s important to note, this is because of the Union’s working relationship with the company and our felt 
presence.  
 
While we’ve been successful conducting the above business, the staff is also arbitrating an elevated number of cases compared to 
last year at this time. Unfortunately, the staff is also handling a bankruptcy from one of our shops in northwest Ohio, and layoffs 
(and callbacks) of state classified “non-essential” workers.  
 
After summer break, the District staff will continue attending Local Lodge meetings. I will also resume traveling to each local 
throughout the year as previously planned.  
 
Last, but not least, I want to bring special attention to the presidential election in November. There is still unknown information 
about COVID-19 and whether or not there may be a spike in the Fall. As such, I want to encourage all of you not only to register 
to vote, but also consider requesting an absentee ballot so that you can vote-by-mail. This is a critical opportunity to take advantage 
of to ensure your vote counts.  
 
The upcoming election is more important than one I’ve seen in my career with the Union, with our needed support of equality and 
equity.  
 
Overall, as to what has been reported to me, our members and their families have been blessed with very low COVID-19 diagnoses, 
all in recovery. I wish you and your families continued good health.  
 
Thank you to the staff, local lodge leadership, and our members for their steadfast work throughout this time. 
 
I look forward to my travels and talking with you all.  
 
Fraternally, 
 

Dean   
 
T. Dean Wright, Jr.  
President & DBR  
District Lodge 54 
IAM & AW  
 
 

Report from President & DBR 
T. Dean Wright, Jr. 

DISTRICT 54’S E-NEWSLETTER 

UNION 

STRONG 

UNION  
YES  

“EMPLOYEES SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO SELF-ORGANIZE, TO FORM, JOIN OR ASSIST LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, TO BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY THROUGH REPRESENTATION …” Section 7, The National Labor Relations Act 

Thank You    
to all 

Essential 
Workers! 

Report from President & DBR T. Dean Wright, Jr. 

Report from President & DBR 
T. Dean Wright, Jr. 

Greetings Brothers & Sisters, 
 
I hope you and your families are safe and well.  
 
On behalf of the officers, delegates, and staff of IAM District Lodge 54, the undersigned 
extends a hearty and sincere thank you for your work and leadership during this year. 
 
Although the District has had its share of ups and downs, it has weathered every storm it 
has encountered and has come through. The District is 107 years old after all. We have a 
proud record of achievement, with this year being no different. In 2020, we settled one 
strike, organized over 100 members with first agreements, saved two shops from 
bankruptcy, arbitrated victorious cases, negotiated numerous contracts with secured 
wages and benefits, held virtual and in-person negotiations, grievances, and arbitrations, 
and navigated through a pandemic.  
 
The holiday season is upon us – and everyone deserves time to relax, regroup, and prepare 
for 2021. Next year will bring many new challenges, but like always, we’re prepared for 
what’s to come.  
 
May you and your families have a safe, healthy, and enjoyable Christmas and New Year, 
 

In Solidarity, 
 

Dean   
 

T. Dean Wright, Jr.  
President & Directing Business Representative  
District Lodge 54 
IAM & AW  
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The next District Lodge 54 
Delegate meeting will be 
held in April 2021. The 
January 2021 meeting has 
been cancelled due to 
COVID-19. Check your 
email for updates.  

 
There are no strikes in 
District Lodge 54 at this 
time.  
 
 
 

From the Desk of the District Lodge 
54 Secretary-Treasurer 

 

The OSCM annual 
conference for 2020 was 
cancelled. The OSCM 
looks forward to 2021. 

With everything 
happening now, it 
is crucial that the 
local lodge 
secretary-treasurer 
keep up their local 
lodge’s 
membership.  

 
The most important person in this chain is the chief shop steward.  
 

In an amalgamated (more than one shop) local, it is imperative that the 
chief shop steward communicate with the local lodge secretary-
treasurer. The chief shop steward should contact the local lodge 
secretary-treasurer anytime there is a change in the following: every 
time there is a new member, layoff, recall, discharge, leave of absence, 
worker’s compensation, sick and accident, retirement withdrawal, etc.  
 
Please take time to send this important email, text, letter or phone call 
to the local lodge secretary-treasurer. If you do not have the local lodge 
secretary treasurer’s contract information, please contact your business 
representative. 
 
In addition, the chief shop steward may need to sign up new members, 
collect unemployment dues, collect dues, get a withdrawal card, get a 
retirement card, etc. 
 
Local lodge secretary-treasurers should also have the contact 
information of each chief shop steward within their local lodge. If you 
need this information, contact your president or business representative. 
Secretary-treasurers should reach out to the chief shop stewards within 
your local lodge’s jurisdiction on a monthly basis. 
 
Thank you all for all you do and contact me if I can do anything to help. 
Contact me at my email, jespy@dl54.com, or call me at 614.239.0401 
ext. 100. 
 

In Solidarity, 
 

Jerry Espy 
 

IAMAW District 54 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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Steward Update… 
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Happy Holidays! 
Wolf Creek Ratifies           

New Agreement 

On behalf of the 
Officers, Delegates, 
and Staff, we wish you 
and your families a 
safe, healthy, and 
enjoyable holiday 
season and New Year.  
 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year, 
 
President & DBR 
T. Dean Wright, Jr.  
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Jerry Espy 

The Ohio State Council of 
Machinists donated $5,000 
to the Guide Dogs of 
America (GDA) in 
November 2020.  
 
 
 

On Thursday, August 6, 2020, Local Lodge 439 members working at 
Wolf Creek Federal Services located at the NASA facility in 
Cleveland, OH ratified a new collective bargaining agreement with 
increases in wages, the IAM National Pension contribution rate, and 
language with the ability to roll vacation into their next vacation year. 
 

Our members at 
Wolf Creek 
provide preventive 
and reliability-
centered 
maintenance and 
respond to 
emergency and 
routine trouble 
calls for repairs.  
They also operate a 

centralized steam plant and maintain 
systems for high-voltage electrical 
distribution for fire, security and safety 
alarms; repair heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning systems; and provide 
structural maintenance, including 
repairs and minor modifications at the 
NASA facility. 
 
 

Pictured (above): IAM members Darrell, Danny (CSS), and 
Billy, at the NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, OH, 
in late 2019.  

   
  

    
     
 

   
     

     
     

Pictured (above): LL439 
member, William, at work in 
Cleveland, OH, at the NASA 
Glenn Research Center in late 
2019.
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Happy Retirement! 
 

LL Officers: Make sure to 
check your mail for 
Official Circular changes! 

 
The 40th Grand Lodge 
Convention in San 
Diego, CA, has been 
moved to September of 
2021. 

All in-person classes for 
2020 at the William W. 
Winpisinger Center have 
been cancelled.  
 
 

James W. Agee, Sr., 56, of Canal Winchester, OH, passed 
away unexpectedly on Saturday, August 8, 2020. He was 
born in Richmond, VA on January 11, 1964 to the late Jeff 
Agee, Sr. and Doris (Mills) Agee. Brother Agee was Vice 
President of LL1471 and a true unionist.  

 
James enjoyed fishing, boating, riding his Harley, and 

coaching youth sports and spending time with his grandkids. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister Cheryl Kahl. James will 
be deeply missed by his beloved wife of 28 years, Debbie Agee; son, James 
"JW" Agee, Jr.; daughters, Abbi Taylor and Ashlea Taylor; grandchildren, 
EJ Taylor, Emma Goody, JT Agee, and Reigha Taylor; brother, Jeff 
(Tammy) Agee, Jr.; sister, Tammy (Eddie) Kahl; many nieces and nephews; 
his Kroger family and his special dog, Roxy. 
 
 

In Memoriam… 
Tim Goble, LL1471          Mike Wisvari, LL818 

Rita A. (Chafffins) Davis, age 71, of Plain City, OH, 
went to the Lord while at home on Friday, July 3, 
2020.  Born in Little White Oak, KY to the late Orpha 
and Isaac Chaffins, Rita was also preceded in death by 
her sister Kathy Corwin.   

 
She is survived by her brother Gaylord (Deborah) 

Chaffins of West Jefferson, OH, daughter Michelle (David) Jenness of 
London, OH, son Kevin (fiancé, Amanda) Davis of London, her beloved 
grandchildren: Korbyn, Kaileagh and Brogan Davis, her former spouse 
Larry Davis of London, her nephews: Chris Chaffins, Chad Chaffins, 
Nathaniel Corwin and Joshua Corwin, and her many friends.  Rita was a 
long-time member of Community Freewill Baptist Church in West 
Jefferson.  She was a proud member of the United Auto Workers union and 
retired from Core Materials Corporation after 27 years of service. She was a 
retired ST of LL1471.  
 
 

 
Congratulations to 41-year member, Dennis Kosar, LL1297 on 
his recent retirement. We wish you many years of health and 
happiness! 
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Do you have any organizing leads? Contact us at 54@dl54.com 

SULZER STORM  

CONTACT US AT:  
District 54 Headquarters  

P.O. Box 61, Nova, OH 44859 
¨ Phone: (614) 239-0401  
¨ Website: iamdistrict54.com 
¨ Facebook: IAM District 54 
¨ Instagram: @DistrictLodge54 
¨ Twitter: @DistrictLodge54 
¨ Email: 54@dl54.com  

ED/EB: Peggy Montague 
CM: Mary Ellen Napier  
PE: Thomas D. Frisbie  
EB: Charlie Mikels 

John Graf 

ADBR: Duane Lukens 
BR’s: Don Riffee, Jr. 
           Jim McClelland  
           Regina Wright 

PDBR: T. Dean Wright, Jr. 
ST/BR: Jerry Espy 
VP: Fred Confer 
CS: Jack Williams 
 

DIVIDED WE BEG. UNITED WE BARGAIN. 

Mission Statement: 
 

The vision of the International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers District 54 is to establish and support 
economic and social justice for all workers, regardless of their sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 
race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin; ensuring that all work is performed by union workers; by furnishing job 
training and retraining; by enforcing safe and healthy workplaces; by providing fair and reasonable wage rates and 
benefits; and by establishing secure and portable retirement pension plans. 
 
 

District Lodge 54 Executive Board, Officers, and Representatives: 
 


